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This thesis measured the effects of four economic
independent variables (hunger, homelessness, poverty, and
unemployment) on crime index reported to the police in
twenty-five selected American cities. The eight dependent
variables that were used in this study are murder, rape,
robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny, motor vehi
cle theft, and arson.
Pearson Correlation and Multiple Regression analyses
were used to test four hypotheses. Both of these analyses
were found not to be significantly related to the overall
crime index rates. However, they were found to be signifi
cantly related to individual index crime category rates.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
I am grateful to Dr. K.S. Murty who somehow found time
to direct this thesis from its beginning to its completion.
I also wish to express my gratitude to Dr. Julius Debro,
Mrs. Stella Funnye, and Dr. Julian Roebuck. Dr. Debro has
worked diligently to keep the Department of Criminal Justice
Administration competitive and challenging. Mrs. Funnye
has kept me informed of all requirements and deadlines. Dr.
Roebuck rendered his literary expertise toward the comple





List of Figures !!!!!!!!
I. INTRODUCITON
Statement and Purpose of the Study
The Hypotheses
Sources and Limitations of Data
Scope and Plan of the Study ,
Organization of the Study ,
II. REVIEW OF SELECTED LITERATURE





IV. ANALYSIS OF DATA AND TESTING OF
HYPOTHESES























4. 1 Zero-Order Correlation Coefficients Between
Crime Categories and Hunger, Homelessness,
Poverty, Unemployment, and Population Size 20
4. 2 Regression Results for Crime Index 23
4. 3 Regression Results for Murder 25
4. 4 Regression Results for Rape 26
4. 5 Regression Results for Robbery 27
4. 6 Regression Results for Aggravated Assault 28
4. 7 Regression Results for Burglary 29
4. 8 Regression Results for Larceny 30
4. 9 Regression Results for Motor Vehicle Theft 31
4.10 Regression Results for Arson 32
IV
LIST OF FIGURES
3.1 Conceptual Framework Showing Interrelation






Undoubtedly, crime is one of the foremost problems in
the United States. An examination of crime data by resi
dence suggests that 43 percent of the violent crimes occur
in large central cities, 29 percent in suburbs, and only
22 percent in nonmetropolitan areas (Bureau of Justice
Statistics, 1985). Thus, residents of central cities ex
perience the highest rates for crimes of violence, followed
by suburban dwellers, with nonmetropolitan urban residents
having the lowest rates.
Data on victimizations of metropolitan area residents
for all crimes of violence and for the specific violent
crimes of robbery and assault show that central city resi
dents are more frequently victimized in their own areas
than suburbanites or nonmetropolitan areas' residents. The
contrast is especially sharp for robbery. About 90 per
cent of central city robbery victimizations occur in the
same city as the victim's residence, but only 60 percent
of suburban robbery victimizations take place in the local
area. The proportion of nonmetropolitan robbery victimi
zations that happen in the same county is only 50 percent
(Bureau of Justice Statistics, 1985). Regardless of these
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differentials in crime by residence, it can be stressed
that crime debases the quality of American lives.
American citizens can no longer escape the perils of
crime no matter where they take up residence. Neither an
addition of federal, state, and local law enforcement
personnel, nor the implementation of stricter laws have
eliminated the burden of this critical social problem:
No national characteristics, no political
regime, no system of law, police, justice,
punishment, treatment, or even terror has
rendered a country exempt from crime. In
fact, scarcely anyone can claim to have
checked crimes accelerating momentum. The
incidence of crime seems to be going up in
all parts of the world, whatever the stage
of development and among all segments of
society. New forms of crime are emerging
and old forms are assuming new dimensions
(Radzinowicz and King, 1977) .
This thesis investigates the degree of association of crime
to hunger, homelessness, poverty, and unemployment in large
cities.
Statement and Purpose of the Study
We postulate that existing social conditions resulting
from the lack of food, shelter, medical care, and poverty
are associated with differential index crimes in different
cities.
Therefore, the purpose of this study is to assess the
higher the rates of hunger, homelessness, poverty, and un
employment the higher the crime index rates will be. We




The specific hypothesis to be tested in this study
are:
lHo: The higher the crime rate of hunger the
higher the crime index rate.
2Ho: The higher the crime rate of homelessness
the higher the crime index rate.
3Ho: The higher the crime rate of poverty the
higher the crime index rate.
4Ho: The higher the crime rate of unemployment
the higher the crime index rate.
Sources and Limitations of Data
The Federal Bureau of Investigation's Uniform Crime
Reports of 1986 and the United States Conference of Mayors
Report on "The Growth of Hunger, Homelessness and Poverty
in America's Cities in 1985, A Twenty-Five City Survey,"
are the two major sources of data. Both of these are com
parable because they report data on the dependent and
independent variables for the same year (1986) - though
the methodologies in determining these data (rates) vary.
Scope and Plan of the Study
The scope of the present study is limited to rates
for twenty-five selected large cities, i.e., hunger, home
lessness, poverty, and unemployment rates and crime index
rates.
The plan of the analysis is limited to the establish
ment of individual and joint associations of the four
selected independent variables to crime index rates
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(including specific type of crime as reported in the Uni-
form Crime Reports).
Organization of the Study
This thesis comprises five chapters. The first chapter
is the introduction to the study. Chapter two is a review
of selected literature. Chapter three presents a conceptual
position, measurement of variables, and methodology of the
study. Chapter four includes analysis of data and testing
of hypotheses. Finally, chapter five summarizes the find
ings of the study and provides conclusions and implications
for future research and policy purposes.
CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF SELECTED LITERATURE
It is indeed a struggle to be poor in the United States
of America. American culture has always placed emphasis on
money and success. Earlier in American history, crime was
ignored among the poor because crime rarely impinged upon
the lives of the affluent.
Gambling, prostitution, dope, and robbery
seemed to flourish in the slums of the
twentieth century but the police rarely
moved to intervene . . . More recently,
however, some of the traditional patterns
of crime have changed . . . Coupled with
the spread of ghetto crime into other parts
of the city, this symbolic expression of
vengefulness undoubtedly heightens the
fears of affluent citizens. Given their
influence with the government, they have
moved toward increasing public attention
to the prevention and punishment of crimes
among the poor (Gordon, 1971) .
Those raised in poverty do not have easy access to
money. In this society an individual is viewed as an out
cast if he or she cannot afford some of the luxuries of
life. Persons in poverty do not merely suffer from a lack
of resources and power; they are weighed down with an over
abundance of unwanted things (Christie, 1976). The afflu




It is the poor who suffer from hunger, homelessness,
and unemployment. The poor are more likely to be arrested,
incarcerated, and even victimized by crime.
In the classes of offenses committed by rich and poor
equally, it is rarely the rich who end up behind bars
(Goldfa,rb, 1969) . Many are unemployed and divert to crimi
nal activities to support their basic needs and desires.
They have no future potential for work, accompanied by low
social status, little to lose, little to respect, and a
sense of powerlessness (Marwell, 1966).
The close association of violent crime with urban
lower-class life is a direct result of the opportunities
that are not available (Silberman, 1978). The close asso
ciation of crime and poverty describes the conditions of
most American cities, yet, this problem remains elusive
inspite of many plausible theoretical explanations and
proposed solutions.
No single formula, no single theory, no single
generalization can explain the vast range of
behavior called crime (President's Commission
on Law Enforcement and Administration of Jus
tice, 1967) .
Merton (.1968) states that crime is more frequent among
the poor than among members of the middle class because
American culture imposes everyone with the importance of
ambition and success without providing everyone the opportu
nity to achieve success through conventional means. Contro-
versely, another explanation for crime and poverty states
that the real deviants in lower-class communities are not
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criminals, but the people who see success through legal
means; criminals are simply conforming to the norms of their
own culture. The cultural system which exerts the most
direct influence on behavior is the lower class community
itself, which has a long established distinctive patterned
tradition with an integrity of its own. Crime represents
a positive effort to achieve what is valued within that
tradition, and to confirm its explicit and implicit norms
(Miller, 1958).
Lower-class crime is thus viewed as behavior learned
from family members and the community which is passed from
generation to generation. This type of family structure
is usually so disoriented and possesses so many problems
that community agencies cannot successfully rehabilitate
its members to be worthwhile citizens. These families
often become totally dependent upon community agencies to
solve their criminal activities and rescue them from their
degrading conditions.
In an address to the City Council of Cincinnati on
the relationship between poverty and delinquency, Hahn
(1964) said that:
Poverty takes on many specific forms, has many
specific manifestations of itself, andacts as
a manifold cause, as witnessed by previous
testimony before this committee regarding hous
ing, hunger, unemployment, medical problems,
and the many other faces that poverty can and
does wear. However, it is important for us to
remember that no matter why it exists, the
results in terms of human suffering and com
munity costs are the same. In a family where
a parent misuses the wages, or where the
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welfare support provides only 70 percent of
minimal sustenance needs, or where the parent
does not qualify for public assistance because
of fraud or other criminal actions, or where
the parents are temporarily removed from the
home because of their arrest, drinking, hospi-
talization, or for many other reasons - the
resultant poverty is still the same. We can
abhor the causes, but we must cope with the
condition. A child that is made hungry be
cause of any of the above reasons finds that
hunger pangs equally as bad, whether he is
responsible for the condition in which he
finds himself or not.
The high frequency of deviant behavior among certain
classes of American society cannot be explained merely by a
lack of opportunity alone (Clinard, 1964). It is also not
possible to determine accuracy of the amount of crime in a
given social class, yet, it is determined that hunger, home-
lessness, poverty, and unemployment are the components of
crime in general and in American society in particular.
Gordon (1971) also supports this view by saying that:
If so many of the poor were not trapped in the
debilitating system of crime and punishment,
they might gather the strength to oppose the
system that reinforces their misery. Like many
other institutions in this country, the system
of crime and punishment serves an important
function for the capitalist class by dividing
and weakening those who might potentially seek
to overthrow the capitalist system.
Many studies in the United States over long periods of
time have demonstrated a significant relationship between
crime and poverty and crime and economic inequality (Void
and Bernard, 19 86).
In 1986, the United States Conference of Mayors con
ducted a survey among twenty-five American cities to provide
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statistics for the following: hunger, homelessness, and
unemployment. This thesis takes the advantage of this data
by comparing it to crime data provided by Uniform Crime
Reports of 1986 for the twenty-five cities.
CHAPTER III
CONCEPTUAL POSITION AND MEASUREMENT
OF VARIABLES
This research hypothesizes that the Federal Bureau of
Investigation's crime rates in different cities varies with
the rate of hunger, homelessness, and unemployment. No
previous studies have attempted to examine this empirical
relationship because of a paucity of data. For the first
time we attempt to quantify the theoretical relationship
between economic equality and crime index rates. We reason
that the four independent variables are directly related
to crime rates because people suffering from the conditions
involved are likely to be dissatisfied, angry, desperate,
and prone to engage in crime to alleviate this plight (See
Figure 3.1). Moreover, they have little stake in the value
system of the society of which they are a part, and are
therefore more likely to engage in illegitimate means to
satisfy their needs than those who are comfortably settled.
The independent variables selected for this study are:
hunger, homelessness, poverty, and unemployment. The de
pendent variables are: murder, rape, robbery, aggravated
assault, burglary, larceny, motor vehicle theft, and arson.
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Figure 3.1: Conceptual Framework Showing Interrelationship
Between Poverty and Crime
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Hunger Rate. Hunger is measured in terms of the demand
for emergency food assistance that currently goes unmet in
a specific city. This estimate is made by the Mayor's
office from data supplied by the Twenty-five City Survey.
On the average, 17 percent of the demand for emergency
food assistance goes unmet in the cities under survey. Four
cities (Hartford, Minneapolis, St. Paul and San Antonio)
reported that none of this demand goes unmet. Trenton
reported that 25 percent of the demand goes unmet, while
Washington, D.C. experienced 30 percent, Boston 50 percent,
and San Francisco 55 percent.
Homelessness Rate. Homelessness is measured in terms
of the estimated number of homeless people by Twenty-five
City Survey Task Force Reports to the Mayor's office. Ap
proximately 500 persons were reported to be homeless in
Charleston and in Minneapolis, 1,100 in St. Paul, 1,750 in
Nashville, 2,000 in San Juan, 3,500 in Louisville, 3,750 in
Seattle, 5,000 in San Francisco, 6,000 in Portland. In
New York City, 14,612 individuals were members of families
housed by the city, in addition to thousands of single
adults.
Poverty Rate. Poverty was measured in terms of the
United States Census poverty rate in 1979 for twenty-five
cities. The Mayor's office reported that the number of
poor people increased during 1985 in 57 percent of the Task
Force cities, including Charleston, Chicago, Cleveland,
Denver, Louisville, Phoenix, Portland, San Antonio,
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San Juan, Salt Lake City, Seattle, and Yonkers. Two cities,
Hartford and Trenton, cited decreased in the number of poor
people: seven said the number remained the same.
Unemployment Rate. Unemployment was measured in terms
of the Task Force Reports on unemployment rate for 1985.
Eighty-eight percent of the survey cities reported that the
"official" unemployment rate did not reflect the actual un
employment problem decreased in 46 percent of the survey
cities. It stayed the same in 2 9 percent and increased in
25 percent. Those cities in which the unemployment problem
increased were Chicago, Louisville, New Orleans, San Antonio,
and San Juan.
The dependent variables are categorized and defined by
the Federal Bureau of Investigation's Uniform Crime Reports.
The definition of each of these variables is as follows:
Murder. Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter, as
defined by the Uniform Crime Reporting Program, is the will
ful (nonnegligent) killing of one human being by another.
Forcible Rape. Rape is the carnal knowledge of a fe
male forcibly and against her will. Assaults or attempts to
commit rape by force or threat of force are also included;
however, statutory rape (without force) and other offenses
are excluded.
Robbery. Robbery is the taking or attempting to take
anything of value from the care, custody, or control of a
person or persons by force or threat of force or violence
and/or by putting the victim in fear.
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Aggravated Assault. Aggravated assault is an unlawful
attack by one person upon another for the purpose of in
flicting severe or aggravated bodily injury. This type of
assault is usually accompanied by the use of a weapon or by
means likely to produce death or great bodily harm. At
tempts are included since it is not necessary that an injury
result when a gun, knife, or other weapon is used which
could and probably would result in serious personal injury
if the crime were successfully completed.
Burglary. Burglary is defined as the unlawful entry
of a structure to commit a felony or theft. The use of
force to gain entry is not required to classify an offense
as burglary. Burglary in this program is categorized into
three subclassifications: forcible entry, unlawful entry
where no force is used, and attempted forcible entry.
Larceny. Larceny is the unlawful taking, carrying,
leading, or riding away of property from the possession or
constructive possession of another. It includes crimes
such as shoplifting, pocket-picking, purse snatching,
thefts from motor vehicles, thefts of motor vehicle parts
and accessories, bicycle thefts, etc., in which no use of
force, violence, or fraud occurs. In the Uniform Crime
Reporting Program, this category does not include embezzle
ment, "con" games, forgery, and worthless checks. Motor
vehicle theft is also excluded from this category inasmuch
as it is a separate Crime Index offense.
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Motor Vehicle Theft. Motor vehicle theft is defined
as the theft or attempted theft of a motor vehicle. This
definition excludes the taking of a motor vehicle for tem
porary use by those persons having lawful access.
Arson. Arson is defined by the Uniform Crime Report
ing Program as any willful or malicious burning or attempt
to burn, with or without intent to defraud, a dwelling
house, public building, motor vehicle or air craft, per
sonal property of another, etc. Only fires determined
through investigation have been willfully or maliciously
set are classified as arsons. Fires of suspicious or un
known origins are excluded.
Methodology
This study utilizes both bivariate and multivariate
techniques to analyze the data. The names of specific tech
niques of this analysis are correlation and regression. A
brief discussion of each of these techniques are given
below.
Correlation Analysis
Correlation analysis is used to determine the strength
of a relationship in the sense of one's ability to accu
rately predict the dependent variable from the independent
variable. The correlation coefficient denoted (r), measures
the extent to which the data points fit a straight line.
In fact, it is sometimes called a measure of linear corre
lation. Thus, the correlation coefficient can be used to
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determine how accurately the dependent variable (y) can be
predicted from the independent variable (x). The calcu
lations of correlation coefficient are based on the follow
ing formula:
r =
The correlation coefficient is interpreted for two
purposes. First, the sign of the correlation coefficient
indicates the direction of the relationship between the
two variables. Second, the magnitude of the correlation
coefficient, whether its sign is positive or negative,
measures the degree to which the data points cluster along
a straight line.
Technically, the correlation coefficient consists of
the ratio of the co-variation to the square root of the
product of the variation in (x) and the variation in (y).
2
The square of the coefficient (r ) can be defined as the
coefficient of determination or proportion of variance
that is explained.
Multiple Regression
To predict the effect of a dependent variable on an
independent variable, regression analysis is one of the
best statistical methods. This type of analysis is founded
on a simple axiom; when correlated with independent vari
able (s), the dependent variable should occur if the trend
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continues (e.g., the type of offense vary by (x) units
given (g), units of change in homelessness).
There are essentially two types of regression analysis:
simple and multiple regressions. To predict the value of
the dependent variable, a multiple regression analysis uti
lizes more than one independent variable. The calculations
of the multiple regression analysis are illustrated below.
Dependent Variable = Constant + beta x independent #1
beta x independent #2 +...+beta
x beta x independent n + e. (1)
(or)
Oic = ao + blHc + b2HMc + b4Pc + e. (2)
where,
Oic = Offense type (i) in city (c).
He = Hunger level (percentage of unmet needs) in
city (c)
HMc = Homeless level in city (c).
Pc = Poverty level in city (c).
Uc = Unemployment level in city (c).
a = Constant
bl, b2, b3, b4 = Beta Coefficients
Because the intention of this study is to test the
proposed hypotheses for eight different crime categories,
the above multiple regression equation has been divided
into the following eight regression equations: where,
Me = ao + blHc + b2HMc + b3Uc + b4Pc + e (3)
Re = ao + blHc + b2HMc + b3Uc + b4Pc + e (4)
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Roc = ao + blHc + b2HMc + b3Uc + b4Pc + e (5)
AAc = aO + blHc + b2HMc + b3Uc + b4Pc + e (6)
Be = ao + blHc + b2HMc + b3Uc + b4Pc + e (7)
Lc = ao + blHc + b2HMc + b3Uc + b4Pc + e (8)
MOc = ao + blHc + b2HMc + b3Uc + b4Pc + e (9)
Ac = ao + blHc + b2HMc + b3Uc + b4Pc + e (10)
The empirical results of equations 3 through 10 are
obtained from the DEC. - 20 computer system at the Atlanta
University Computer Center, utilizing the SPSSX software
package. The discussion of these results is included in
Chapter IV.
The confidence level for each regression results given
the significance of F is computed by subtracting it from
the whole number "one." And to find the range of variation
among the independent variables, the given multiple R is
squared.
CHAPTER IV
ANALYSIS OF DATA AND TESTING
OF HYPOTHESES
This chapter reports the analysis of data and tests
the validity of the four hypotheses involving four indepen
dent variables and eight dependent variables. First, the
Pearson Correlation Coefficients shows zero-order correla
tion coefficients between the crime index (for all eight
categories of crime) and hunger, homelessness, poverty,
and unemployment. Population size was also utilized as an
independent variable. Individual index crimes were also
correlated with the selected independent variables (see
Table 4.1).
The variable hunger rate was not significantly related
to any of the crime index dependent variables of the Pearson
Correlation Coefficients. Therefore, hunger rate presents
no causal effects on the crime index rate in the twenty-five
American cities under study.
The independent variable homelessness rate is posi
tively related to all crime categories and significantly
related with only three crime category index rates (assault,
83 percent; burglary, 72 percent; and motor vehicle theft,
35 percent). The higher the percentage of homelessness,
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TABLE 4. 1
ZERO-ORDER CORRELATION COEFFICIENTS BETWEEN CRIME CATEGORIES



























































the higher is the probability of the crime. It can be
rationalized that when one is without a home, one becomes
frustrated with his or her conditions and retaliation
against others may occur. The homeless may also strive to
survive by assaulting as a mean to intimidate and gain in
fluence among other homeless persons.
The homeless constantly seek shelter which often leads
to high burglary rates among them. The homeless become very
familiar with their surroundings and associate themselves
with businesses, homes, and other structures which may be
prime targets for burglaries. The homeless usually take
advantage of these dwellings, and steal and sell merchandise
to obtain money and other valuables.
Like dwellings, motor vehicles provide a source of
shelter for the homeless. Stealing a motor vehicle may also
give the homeless something to do. The homeless motor ve
hicle thief may be the initial link in an automobile theft
ring and receive small compensation for his input.
The variable unemployment rate was not found to be
significantly related to the overall crime index. It was
significantly related to murder (38 percent! and motor vehi
cle theft (.37 percent). . Unemployment creates the avail
ability to socialize between the homeless. These persistent
associations may become hostile and thus trigger violence.
The unemployed homeless depend on each other for survival
and usually become very violent if they are betrayed by
others, therefore, causing significant numbers of murders.
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Motor vehicle theft provides the unemployed homeless
means to acquire revenue. The unemployed steal vehicles
and sell them to a professional car theft ring (or anyone
who will risk buying the vehicle at a low price). Often
times, the unemployed may keep stolen vehicles for them
selves.
In summary, this correlation analysis showed that
population size, homelessness and unemployment rates were
significantly associated with the cities index crime rates.
Population size was a significant correlate of the overall
crime index rate as well as all individual index crime
category rates. The larger a city's population, the higher
the crime index rate. Robbery was the highest at 98 percent
and assault the lowest at 38 percent. Homelessness and un
employment rates were significantly related to certain crime
category rates. The poverty rate was not significantly re
lated to either the overall crime index rate of any individ
ual index crime category rate.
Because correlation analysis does not distinguish
between dependent and independent variables, the Multiple
Regression Analysis was employed to measure the effect of
the selected independent variables on the rates of the
crime index and on individual index crime category rates.
Table 4.2 gives the regression results for the crime
index. Computed significance F has a confidence level of
of 38 percent and multiple R squared shows 6 9 percent varia
tion among the variables.
TABLE 4. 2
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Tables 4.3 through 4.10 show the regression results
for each individual index crime category. The multiple R
varies from 32 percent for robbery (Table 4.5) to 86 per
cent for aggravated assault (Table 4.6). Only two crime
categories (aggravated assault and burglary) had received
significant effect from hunger, homelessness, poverty, and
unemployment. The remaining six crime category rates did
not show evidence of any significant effect of the selected
independent variables.
TABLE 4.3












































Multiple R = .45436
Degrees of Freedom = 4
F Value = 1.30075
Sign. F = .3035
TABLE 4.4








































Multiple R = .35139
Degrees of Freedom = 4
F Value = .70434
Sign. F = .5982
TABLE 4.5












































Multiple R = .31745
Degrees of Freedom = 4
F Value = .56036
Sign. F = .6940
TABLE 4.6











































Multiple R = .85703
Degrees of Freedom = 4
F Value = 13.83266
Sign. F = .0000
TABLE 4.7









































Multiple R = .78284
Degrees of Freedom = 4
F Value = 7.91459
Sign. F = .0005
TABLE 4.8








































Multiple R = .29254
Degrees of Freedom = 4
F Value = .46796















































Multiple R = .45600
Degrees of Freedom = 4
F Value = 1.31267
Sign. F = .2993
TABLE 4:10











































Multiple R = .36374
Degrees of Freedom = 4
F Value = .76243
Sign. F = .5620
CHAPTER V
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND IMPLICATIONS
This thesis sought to measure the significance of four
independent variables rates (hunger rate, homelessness rate,
poverty rate, and unemployment rate) as they individually
and collectively related to eight dependent variables (mur
der rate, rape rate, robbery rate, aggravated assault rate,
burglary rate, larceny rate, motor vehicle theft rate, and
arson rate). The two types of analyses utilized for measure
ment purposes were Pearson Correlation Coefficients and
Multiple Regression Results.
The first hypothesis was that hunger rates are signi
ficantly associated with crime index rates. However, this
was not confirmed.
The second hypothesis was that homelessness rates are
significantly related to crime index rates. Homelessness
rates were found to be significantly associated with aggra
vated assault rates, burglary rates, and motor vehicle theft
rates. Generally, the homeless have been linked to victim-
less crimes such as drunkenness, loitering, prostitution,
and gambling. In November 1983, the United States Depart
ment of Health and Human Services, basing its count on re
ports of advocacy groups, estimated that as many as two
-33-
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million people in the country were without homes. In 1986,
the National Coalition for the homeless estimated that the
number, at any given time, may be as high as three million
(Hope and Young, 1986).
Most crimes of aggravated assault involve those persons
known to each other. The homeless are often both the assail
ants and victims of assaults in their environment. Gordon
(1971) states that those who run the highest risks of arrest
and conviction may have to rely on the threat or commission
of violence in order to protect themselves. Many kinds of
ghetto crimes generate violence because police protection
is weak and ghetto residents are reluctant to call for po
lice assistance. The homeless frequently rely on the per
sonal redress of wrongdoing. It must be stated as Clark
(1970) and others have pointed out and substantiated that a
subculture of violence in urban - city ghettos produces
violence. The poor, unemployed, undereducated, segregated
ghetto males frequently possess this culture and consider
themselves as "macho" men.
Homelessness rates were also significantly associated
with burglary. It can be presumed since the homeless are
exposed to many outside surroundings, the opportunities to
unlawfully enter a business, residence, or other dwelling
for economic gains become great.
Homelessness rates were also significantly related to
vehicle theft rates. Stolen motor vehicles are usually
abandoned and recovered hours later. Possessing a motor
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vehicle even if it means stealing one for a short period of
time provide the homeless with status among their peers.
Also, motor vehicle theft may provide a way to attain money
and other values for survival. Thus, it seems clear that
the homeless commit these type of crimes because of econo
mic opportunities.
The third hypothesis tested was that poverty rates
were related to crime index rates. However, like hunger,
poverty was found in this study not to be significantly
associated with any of the index crimes.
In Berk's, Lenihan's and Rossi's (1980) study of crime
and poverty, they wrote that strong individual and aggregate
level correlations between poverty and official measures of
crime are perhaps among the most firmly established of so
cial science empirical generalizations. However calculated,
official crime rates are almost always higher among the
poor, and poor people are more likely to be arrested and
convicted for a wide variety of offenses. Yet, the precise
mechanisms linking poverty to crime remains elusive. More
over, it would be hard to argue that any particular social
science discipline has had outstanding success in explain
ing criminal behavior, particularly with respect to the
relationship between poverty and crime. Perhaps our mea
surements were not sensitive enough to measure the signifi
cance of this variable.
The fourth hypothesis tested was that unemployment
rates were significantly related to crime index rates.
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This was not confirmed; however, unemployment rates were
significantly related to murder and motor vehicle rates.
Finally, a confidence level was computed in each table
and the range of variation was also given in each table.
All four of the independent variables were used collectively
to analyze the regression results for each independent vari
able. Each of the dependent variables was found to have a
significant confidence level ranging from 24 percent to 100
percent. The analysis showed that when the independent
variables were collectively utilized, they were signifi
cantly related to eight index crimes. This leads to the
conclusion that taken together, these four variables are
positively related to the crime index rates and probably
to the cause of crime.
This study has attempted to show the effects of hunger,
homelessness, poverty, and unemployment on the crime index
rate in twenty-five American cities. The population size
of these twenty-five cities ranged from 69,510 in Charleston
to 7,086,096 in New York City, representing a wide range
of variation in population size. The most important find
ing of the study was that population size was more strongly
related to the crime index than any one of the four inde
pendent variables.
From a sociological viewpoint, hunger, homelessness,
and unemployment are all components of poverty. Moreover,
it has been determined in this study that when poverty is
independently analyzed, it presented no significant
-37-
association to crime. Although crime and poverty have been
profusely researched, more emphasis should be placed on the
theoretical and empirical relationship of these two vari
ables. To formulate more precise studies, it becomes ap
parent that poverty should be broken down into several com
ponents when attempts are made to associate it with crime.
Relating arrest rates to poverty and its components may
formulate more precise studies.
APPENDIX
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TWENTY-FIVE
SURVEY CITIES







1985 Est. No. of
Unemp. Homeless
Rate People
Boston 560,847 50 20.2 4.1
Charleston 69,510 - 21.8 5.1
Chicago 2,997,155 5 20.3 9.6
Cleveland 558,869 high 22.1 13.5
Denver 505,563 - 13.7 5.1
Detroit 1,138,717 - 21.9 13.4
Hartford 136,334 0 25.2 5.8
Kansas City 445,222 20 13.2 6.2
Louisville 293,531 - 19.3 7.5
Minneapolis 369,161 0 13.5 4.6
Nashville 455,252 12 12.6 4.4
New Orleans 564,561 15 26.4 9.1
New York City 7,086,096 - 20.0 9.7
Philadelphia 1,665,382 - 20.6 7.3
Phoenix 824,230 - 11.1 3.5
Portland 367,530 min. 13.0 8.3
St. Paul 270,443 0 10.9 4.9
San Antonio 819,021 0 20.9 5.0
San Francisco 691,637 55 13.7 5.7
San Juan 522,700 10 47.4 13.7
Salt Lake City 163,859 20 14.2 6.6
Seattle 490,077 - 11.2 7.8
Trenton 92,124 25 21.2 7.5
Washington, D.C. 633,425 30 18.6 8.7
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